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Dr. Dionyssios Sgouras is currently Research Director of the Laboratory of Medical Microbiology of the 
Hellenic Pasteur Institute. Since May 2014, he has also been appointed as Head of the Vaccine Unit at 
Hellenic Pasteur Institute, following the approval of the National Organization for Medicines. Since 2016 
he is serving as General Secretary of the Hellenic Society of Biochemistry & Molecular Biology, a FEBS 
constituent society. 
Present research interests focus on bacterial pathogenesis and most specifically, Helicobacter pylori virulence 
factors and their effect on host intracellular signaling pathways, focusing mainly on epithelial cell patho-
genesis and tissue remodeling during the infection. To this end, he participated in FP5 program PRO-
PATH CT-2000-01179 “Molecular Analysis and Mechanistic Elucidation of the Functionality of Probi-
otics and Prebiotics in the Inhibition of Pathogenic Microorganisms to Combat Gastrointestinal Disor-

ders and to Improve Human Health” and as an external contractor in the FP6 program ANR-06-PATHO-00701 project 
ERA-NET “Parasite and host genetic diversity in Helicobacter infections.” He was also involved in FP7 INFRA-2010-2.2.8 
project ERINHA “European Research Infrastructure on Highly Pathogenic Agents” and later of H2020-INFRADEV-1-
2015-2 project ERINHA2 (689622) with regards to the construction and implementation of a pan-European high security 
BSL-4 research infrastructure for research on suspected group-4 pathogens. This particular project supported the development 
of standard operating procedures and conditions for the detection and typing of infectious agents in human and veterinary 
samples, for the Diagnostic Department and the WHO-accredited National Reference Laboratories of the Hellenic Pasteur 
Institute.  
With regards to the Vaccines Unit of Hellenic Pasteur Institute he is responsible for the structural and operational upgrade to 
current GMP guidelines with the aim to its subsequent evolution into a Model Pharmaceutical Unit for small-scale, produc-
tions of sterile parenteral solutions for human and veterinary use. The development and operation of such a modern infra-
structure, compliant with current EU GMP regulations, aims to support also small-scale production needs for Research and 
Development into new therapeutic agents and preventive vaccination approaches. To this end he successfully prepared the 
investment proposal to I.S. Niarchos for the 810,000 € donation destined exclusively for the HPI vaccine unit Structural 
Renovation, as a part of the co-ordination team. 
 
Education and previous Positions  

 1985 B.Sc. (Chemistry) with honors (8/10) from the National & Kapodistrian University of Athens  

 1987 M.Sc. (by research) at the Department of Postgraduate Medicine of the University of Keele, UK, on the eval-
uation of biocompatibility of a novel organosilicate polymer for biomedical use.  

 1990 PhD Cancer Research Campaign’s Polymer-Controlled Drug Delivery Research Group, University of 
Keele, UK, on the biological characterization of soluble synthetic polymers to be used as carriers for controlled drug 
delivery of anticancer anthracycline antibiotics.  

 1991 Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Cancer Research Campaign’s Polymer-Controlled Drug Delivery Re-
search Group, University of Keele, UK, working on the development of anticancer drug formulations for first order 
targeting to the lung, a project supported by Farmitalia Carlo Erba (Italy).  

 1992-1995 Postdoctoral Research Fellow, U.S. National Institutes of Health-Fogarty International Fellowship, La-
boratory of Molecular Oncology, National Cancer Institute, National Institutes of Health, Frederick Cancer Re-
search and Development Center, Frederick, MD. Isolation and molecular characterization of ERF, a transcription factor 
of the ETS family of human oncogenes.  

 1996-1997 Hellenic Armed Forces conscription, Hellenic Airforce, 251th Airforce Hospital, Department of Nuclear 
Medicine and the Biochemistry Department.  

 1997-2002 Staff Scientist Diagnostic Genetic Center S.A., a private laboratory involved in cytogenetic, biochemical 
and molecular prenatal screening.  

 1999-2002 Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Hellenic Pasteur Institute, Laboratory of Medical Microbiology 

 May 2002 elected Assistant Researcher, Hellenic Pasteur Institute, Laboratory of Medical Microbiology 

 April 2010 promoted to Principal Investigator, Hellenic Pasteur Institute, Laboratory of Medical Microbiology 

 January 2018 promoted to the position of Research Director, Hellenic Pasteur Institute, Lab of Medical Microbiology 
 
He has co-authored over 170 publications including 40 publications in peer reviewed international journals, 3 publications in 
national journals, one invited book chapter, over 60 papers in international conferences and 70 papers in national conferences. 
He holds 2 patents (US 6194547 and US 5856125) and has given over 20 invited talks in international conferences. 
 
Research Funding 

 Member of the co-ordination team for the investment proposal to I.S. Niarchos “DEVELOPMENT OF INNOVA-
TIVE BIOLOGICAL PRODUCTS AND SERVICES FOR INFECTIOUS AND NEURODEGENERATIVE DIS-
EASES. Responsible for the HPI vaccine unit Renovation program. 810,000 € 

 H2020-INFRADEV-1-2015-2 project ERINHA2 (689622) “European Research Infrastructure on Highly Pathogenic 
Agents” European Commission, 45,187 € 

 Member of co-ordination team in InfeNeuTra-2012 (MIS-450598) “Infectious and neurodegenerative diseases in the 21st  
Century:  Basic Mechanisms to translational research for diagnosis, prevention and therapy”, GSRT 1,500,000 €  

 Hellenic Society of Gastrointestinal Oncology and Experimental Research Center–ELPEN Grant 20,000 € 
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 FP7 INFRA-2010-2.2.8 project ERINHA “European Research Infrastructure on Highly Pathogenic Agents” European 
Commission, 61,026 € 

 ERA-NET ANR-06-PATHO-00701 “Parasite and host genetic diversity in Helicobacter infections”, 2007-10, European 
Union 14,656 € 

 Actions Concertées Inter Pasteuriennes-ACIP 92-19-01 “Etude de la fréquence de l'infection par Helicobacter pylori(Hp) 
des patients présentant une pathologie gastro-duodénale, de la sensibilité des souches aux antibiotiques et de la diversité 
de la région 3’ du gène cagA”, 2007-08, Institut Pasteur Paris, 8,214 € 

 HPI-922616 “CagA motogenic effects induced on gastric epithelial cells upon H. pylori infection in vitro. Study on the 
interaction of CagA with PLC and effect on intracellular Ca2+ levels”, 2004-07, Hellenic Pasteur Institute, 13,500 € 

 PROPATH CT-2000-01179 “Molecular Analysis and Mechanistic Elucidation of the Functionality of Probiotics and 
Prebiotics in the Inhibition of Pathogenic Microorganisms to Combat Gastrointestinal Disorders and to Improve Human 
Health”, 2002-2005, European Union, 247,247 € 
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Teaching Experience 
“Helicobacter pylori and human symbiosis: Coevolution and gastric pathogenesis” in the post-graduate teaching program “Mi-

crobial Biotechnology” of the Dept. of Biology, Kapodistrian Univ. of Athens for the years 2015-18 
“Physiology of the Gastrointestinal System” in the post-graduate teaching program “Human Biochemistry” of the Dept. of 

Chemistry, Kapodistrian Univ. of Athens for the years 2011-15 
“Introduction to Human Microbiome” in the post-graduate teaching program “Biological applications in Medicine” of the 

Dept. of Biology, Kapodistrian Univ. of Athens for the years 2014-18 
Member of the 3- and 7-member evaluation committee in the PhD degrees of Effrossini Panayotopoulou (2013), Konstanti-

nos Papadakos (2015), Ioanna Sougleri (pending 2018), Alexandros Karvelas (pending), Ioannis Karayiannis (pending), 
Eleftherios Kontizas (pending). 

Member of the 7-member evaluation committee in the PhD degree of Sotirios Paraschos (2010) 
Member of the 3-member committee in the MSc degrees of Ioanna Sougleri (2013), Elissavet Kotsi (2014), Ioannis Karayian-

nis (2017), Eleftherios Kontizas (2017) 
Responsible scientist for the final year dissertations of Christina Raftopoulou (2006), Aikaterini Loi (2012), Konstantinos 

Papadakos (2006), Aikaterini Konstantoulaki (2013) 
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